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test against it, unless we feel it a duty to
do so; we may simply regard another's
certainties as things which are not and
cannot be proved. Argument on such sub-
jects is merely a waste of time; but at the
same time we ought to recognise the vitality
which lies behind such tenacious beliefs, and
be glad that it is there, even if we think it
to be mistaken.

And this brings me back to my first point,
which is that it is good for us to try to
realise the hidden life of the world, and to
rejoice in it even though it has no truth for
us. We must never disbelieve in life, even
though in sickness and sorrow and age it
may seem to ebb from us; and we must try
at all costs to recognise it, to sympathise
with it, to put ourselves in touch with it,
even though it takes forms unintelligible
and even repugnant to ourselves.

Let me try to translate this into very
practical matters. We many of us find our-
selves in a fixed relation to a certain circle
of people. We cannot break with them or
abandon them. Perhaps our livelihood de-
pends upon them, or theirs upon us. Yet
we may find them harsh, unsympathetic,
unkind, objectionable. What are we to do ?